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Tough Plants for Southern Gardens is written for novice and accomplished gardener alike, and for

all gardeners who value their leisure time. They also value the appearance of their home and

appreciate the benefits of well-placed landscaping; however, they do not want to devote too much

time to keeping it beautiful.
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Rushing's homey, humorous approach is pleasant reading and the advice is sheer gold. I have

planted a number of the plants he recommends, and every one of them is flourishing brilliantly. His

advice is nicely targeted; by breaking the south into upper, middle, and lower zones and by

describing each individual plant's tolerances for sun and water, he allows readers from Virginia to

Florida to Texas to all find just what they need in it. It's a great shove in the right direction for novice

and experienced gardeners alike, as well: stop pampering fragile unadapted divas you picked up at

the garden center and start making the plant's suitability to your area the first step. Look to other

gardeners and local growth first, and discover the beauties that lie within it.Don't panic, though -

Rushing really knows his plants! You won't find yourself trapped in a yucca-and-aloe nightmare or

confined to a dogmatically barren xeriscape. His book's excellent photos and descriptions present

readers with a wide variety of beautiful plants with many different looks and qualities. Thanks to

Rushing, I have a delightful little English-style cottage garden in northeast Texas, soft, pretty, and

delicate-looking as you could ask, and not a single plant of it requires more care than the automatic

sprinklers give the lawn once a week. And did I mention that my lawn looks better too? He's that



good!His advice on how to prepare plants and soil for transplant is golden as well. As I read, I

recognized so many of my own worst mistakes in the past, and I learned how to give my new plants

a much better introduction to my garden. Rushing always aims to balance effort and results, and

offers a tantalizing new perspective on gardening: the more you pamper, the more you teach the

plant to require pampering.
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